Total Coliform Analysis Sample Collection Procedure
A.  Sampling Site

1.  Collect the water from a non-leaking, smooth-nosed COLD water tap (if 
possible) free of dust or other contamination


2.  The mouth of the bottle must not touch the faucet when the bottle is placed 
under the faucet

B.  Labeling of Bottles


1.  Fill in all information on the sample tags

C.  Collection Procedure


1.  Before sampling



a.  Remove all strainers, screens, aerators, and hoses



b.  Sterilize the spout by wiping with alcohol



c.  Allow the water to run fully open for 2-3 minutes to clear the service 


lines, then adjust the water flow to a gentle stream




i.  This flushes in the interior of the nozzle and discards stagnant 



water from the pipe


2.  Remove cap from sample bottle



a.  Do not touch the inside of the cap or bottle



b.  Do not place the cap on the ground



c.  Hold the cap open side down in one hand


3.  Hold the sample bottle upright and all the water to fill smoothly up to the “Fill 
Line”



a.  Approximately ¼” from the top



b.  Do not overfill




i.  An airspace at the top of the bottle is required for mixing



c.  Do not fill the bottle completely and then pour some water out




i.  The bottle contains a sterile dechlorinating agent


4.  Replace the cap and tighten securely so the bottle does not leak


5.  Fill the temperature control bottle


6.  Immediately chill the bottles in the cooler with frozen blue ice



a.  Do not use “wet” ice unless the bottles are double bagged in waterproof 

plastic bags


7.  If there is any reason to suspect contamination, then discard the sample and 

take another in a fresh bottle

D.  Chain of Custody Form


1.  Complete all information

E.  Time


1.  Samples should arrive at the laboratory no later than 24 hours after collection

